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So what does this migration tell us about the ‘region’ as an analytical tool? In this case 

the most suitable region is again West Africa, but it makes sense only as an aggregation of 

smaller regions, multiply defined and overlapping. So we have a migratory pattern initially 

motivated by differing tax regimes across imperial regions. The originating region for this 

migration was largely rural, had a limited labour market and was sparsely monetized. The 

destination regions – particularly Accra - were urban, highly monetized and had a large 

market for seasonal and casual waged labour (Figure 11). But the economic dynamism and 

wealth of Accra itself stemmed from being the political focal point of a particular colony and 

from the agricultural wealth of the cocoa belt, which Accra was linked to but not a part of.

Conclusion

So, to sum up, the ‘region’ has to be considered as a historical construct. It is enormously 

valuable as an analytical tool, providing access to a broad and comparative viewpoint 

that in-depth research often lacks. But the ‘region’ is never constant: academics always need 

to be aware that the obvious delineations of regions – ecology, commerce, geography and 

politics - are made obvious only by certain historical conjunctures. And, as such, the histori-

cal dynamics of West Africa- and, I would suggest, elsewhere – are only comprehensible if we 

incorporate a temporal analysis of the creation, destruction and reconfiguration of regions.        

Figure 11. Accra and its regions.


